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Welcome
A Personal Note from Your Guide

Namaste! I'm Kamran Khan, a Government Licensed Tourist Guide based in Agra, India — and the founder of

The India Unscripted. For years I have been guiding travellers from across the world through one of

humanity's greatest architectural masterpieces: the Taj Mahal.

What you hold in your hands is not just another tourist pamphlet. This is the insider knowledge I share with my

private tour guests — timing secrets, photography spots, cultural etiquette, and everything you need to

experience the Taj Mahal at its most breathtaking moment: sunrise.

Whether you are a first-time visitor or returning to see it again with fresh eyes, this guide will help you craft a

memory that lasts a lifetime. Let the India Unscripted begin.

"The Taj Mahal is not just a monument — it is a love letter written in marble."

— Kamran Khan, Your Guide
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01 Essential Facts
About the Taj Mahal

Built by Emperor Shah Jahan, in memory of his wife Mumtaz Mahal

Constructed 1632 – 1653 AD (over 20 years)

Architects Ustad Ahmad Lahauri (chief architect) + 20,000 artisans

Material White Makrana marble from Rajasthan + 28 precious stones

UNESCO World Heritage Site since 1983

Location Agra, Uttar Pradesh, India (river Yamuna bank)

Meaning "Crown of the Palace" — a symbol of eternal love

Visitors/year 7–8 million tourists annually

✦ INSIDER TIP

The marble changes colour throughout the day — pinkish at sunrise, brilliant white at noon, and golden

under moonlight. Sunrise gives you the most magical transformation.
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02 Why Sunrise?
The Best Time to Experience the Taj Mahal

Of all the times to visit the Taj Mahal, sunrise is — without question — the most spectacular. Here is why I

always recommend my guests arrive at dawn:

■ Golden Light
The first rays of sun turn the white marble into liquid gold and soft pink. No filter
needed for your photos.

■ Fewer Crowds
Fewer than 500 people at opening vs. 20,000+ by midday. You can stand
directly in front of the Taj — alone.

■■ Cooler
Temperature

Agra can reach 45°C in summer. Sunrise is 15–20°C cooler and far more
comfortable for walking.

■ Best
Photography

Soft, diffused light is every photographer's dream. No harsh shadows. Perfect
reflections in the pool.

■■ Peaceful
Atmosphere

The serenity of dawn adds a spiritual quality to the experience. You can hear
the birds, feel the history.

■ Worth Every
Rupee

Your entry ticket is valid for the whole day, so you can return later if you wish —
but sunrise never disappoints.
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03 Tickets, Entry & Timings
Everything You Need to Know Before You Arrive

Opening Hours

Open Sunrise to Sunset (approx. 06:00 – 18:30)

Closed on Every Friday (mosque prayers)

Sunrise Tour Special entry from 30 minutes before official sunrise

Last Entry 45 minutes before sunset

Ticket Prices (2024–25)

Foreign Tourists ■1,300 (includes ASI charge + Agra Development Levy)

SAARC/BIMSTEC
Nations ■740 (Bangladesh, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Nepal, etc.)

Indian Citizens ■50

Children (under 15) FREE

Mausoleum Entry +■200 extra for all visitors (to enter the main tomb)

✦ BOOKING TIP

Always buy tickets in advance online at asi.payumoney.com or through your licensed guide.

On-the-spot queues can take 1–2 hours during peak season (Oct–Mar).

The Sunrise Special ticket (limited slots) must be booked at least 24 hours in advance and sells out

fast. Your guide can arrange this for you.
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04 How to Reach the Taj Mahal
Getting There Smoothly

From Delhi (most common route)

By Train
Gatimaan Express (fastest, 1h 40m) or Shatabdi from New Delhi station.
Book at IRCTC.co.in — book 3–4 weeks ahead.

By Car/Driver
3–4 hours via Yamuna Expressway. Most convenient for families. Hire a
trusted driver through your guide service.

By Bus ISBT Kashmere Gate (AC Volvo, ~3.5 hrs). Budget option.

Reaching the Main Gate from Agra City

E-rickshaw Most eco-friendly; last 500m zone is vehicle-free.

Camel Cart A fun, traditional option — but allow extra time.

On Foot If staying nearby (Taj Ganj area), 10-minute walk.

Auto-rickshaw Available outside the vehicle-free zone.

✦ INSIDER TIP

For sunrise, aim to reach the South Gate (main gate) by 5:30 AM. Your guide will arrange pick-up from

your hotel to ensure you are never late. The magic happens in the first 20 minutes after sunrise.
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05 What to Wear & Bring
Dress Smart, Visit Comfortably

Dress Code
The Taj Mahal is an active place of worship. While there is no strict dress code for tourists, modest clothing is

respectful and recommended:

✓ Shoulders and knees covered (especially when entering the mosque area)

✓ Comfortable walking shoes — you will remove them before the mausoleum

✓ Avoid bright white (you will blend into the marble in photos!)

✓ Loose, breathable fabrics — especially in summer (Apr–Jun)

✓ A light scarf or shawl (useful for sun, and respectful inside)

What to Bring

✓ Printed/digital tickets (mandatory — no entry without ticket)

✓ Valid passport or ID (required at entry)

✓ Camera or phone fully charged — you WILL take 100+ photos

✓ Water bottle (small, sealed — large bags not allowed)

✓ Sunscreen and sunglasses (even at sunrise, the glare is strong)

✓ Small amount of cash (■200–500) for shoe storage, tips

✓ Hand sanitizer (shoe removal area can be crowded)

✦ IMPORTANT

Not Allowed Inside: Tripods, selfie sticks, food, tobacco, alcohol, large backpacks (above cabin

baggage size). Security is strict. Leave these at your hotel.
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06 Top Photography Spots
Capture the Taj Like a Pro

Spot 1: The Reflecting Pool (Hauz-i-Kausar)
The classic shot. Position yourself at the far end of the pool on the central pathway. At sunrise, the reflection is

mirror-perfect. Arrive first — this spot fills up within minutes.

Spot 2: Princess Diana Bench
The iconic bench where Princess Diana sat alone in 1992. Located to the right of the reflecting pool. Queue

early — it is extremely popular with all visitors.

Spot 3: Inside the Great Gate Arch (Darwaza-i-Rauza)
Frame the Taj perfectly through the red sandstone archway. This gives you a "picture within a picture" — one

of the most beautiful compositions possible.

Spot 4: The Yamuna River Viewpoint
Walk behind the Taj Mahal (east side) to the Yamuna riverbank. Very few tourists know this spot — you will

have it almost to yourself. Stunning backside view.

Spot 5: The Mosque Courtyard
From inside the mosque to the left of the main mausoleum, you get a unique diagonal angle with beautiful

foreground architecture.

Spot 6: Mehtab Bagh (Moonlight Garden)
Located directly across the Yamuna river. This gives you a wider, full-frontal view — ideal for landscape

photographers. A short ride from the main complex.
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07 Insider Secrets
What Nobody Tells You About the Taj Mahal

✦ The Taj is perfectly symmetrical — except one thing

Shah Jahan's cenotaph was added after his death by his son Aurangzeb. It breaks the otherwise

flawless symmetry. Look for it inside the mausoleum.

✦ The minarets lean slightly outward — on purpose

The four minarets are built at a slight outward angle. If they ever fell due to an earthquake, they would

fall away from the main tomb, not onto it. Engineering genius.

✦ The calligraphy is an optical illusion

The Quranic verses inscribed on the main arch appear to be the same size from top to bottom. In

reality, the upper letters are larger — designed to look uniform from ground level. Master illusionists at

work.

✦ 22 years, 22 smaller domes

The Taj took 22 years to build. There are exactly 22 smaller domes around the main structure — one

for each year of construction.

✦ The Taj changes colour 3 times a day

Pinkish and golden at sunrise, dazzling white at noon, and glowing in warm tones at sunset. On full

moon nights, the Taj appears almost silver. There are special night viewing tickets for full moon

evenings.

✦ No two marble inlays are the same

The 28 types of precious and semi-precious stones inlaid into the marble are sourced from across Asia

and beyond — lapis from Afghanistan, jade from China, carnelian from Arabia. Each floral motif is

unique.
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08 Scams & Safety
Stay Smart, Stay Safe

Agra is wonderful, but like any major tourist destination, there are people who try to take advantage of

first-time visitors. Here is what to watch out for:

■ Fake Ticket Sellers

NEVER buy tickets from anyone outside the gate. Official counters and online booking only. Fake tickets are
common.

■ "Closed Today" Trick

Touts tell you "The Taj is closed today" and redirect you to a shop or alternative. The Taj only closes on Fridays.
Ignore these people.

■ Unofficial Guides

Unlicensed guides will approach you at the gate offering cheap tours. They give wrong information and often lead
you to commission-based shops. Always hire a Government Licensed Guide (they carry an official ID card).

■ Marble Souvenir Scam

"Taj Mahal marble" souvenirs sold near the gate are almost always fake alabaster or plastic. For genuine marble
inlay work, visit a government-authorised craft shop.

■ Overpriced Rickshaws

Agree on a price BEFORE getting in any auto/e-rickshaw. The standard rate from Taj Ganj to the gate is
■30–50. Don't pay ■300+.

■ Aggressive Photography

Some people around the site charge you money after taking your photo 'for free'. Decline politely or walk away
before they can demand payment.

✦ KAMRAN'S ADVICE

The single best way to avoid ALL of the above: book a private licensed guide from home before you

arrive. Your guide handles tickets, transport, and protects you from touts the entire day.
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09 After the Taj
Best Things to Do in Agra

■ Agra Fort (Red Fort)
A UNESCO World Heritage Site — 2.5 km from the Taj. Shah Jahan was imprisoned here by his son and

could see the Taj from his tower window. Allow 2 hours.

■ Fatehpur Sikri
Akbar's abandoned Mughal capital, 40 km from Agra. A ghost city frozen in time. Best visited in the afternoon

after your sunrise Taj experience.

■ Mehtab Bagh
The Moonlight Garden — directly across the Yamuna. Visit at sunset for the best rear view of the Taj glowing

in orange light. Almost no crowds.

■ Agra's Petha & Street Food
Agra is famous for Petha (white pumpkin sweet). Try it at Panchi Petha near Sadar Bazaar. Also try bedai

(fried bread with sabzi) for a local breakfast.

■ Kinari Bazaar
The old market of Agra — marble inlay work, zari embroidery, leather goods. Great for authentic handicraft

shopping. Bargain politely!

10 Packing Checklist

✓ Valid ID / Passport

✓ Taj Mahal ticket (printed or digital)

✓ Fully charged camera / phone

✓ Comfortable walking shoes (slip-on preferred)

✓ Light scarf or shawl

✓ Sunscreen, sunglasses

✓ Small water bottle

✓ ■300–500 cash (small denominations)

✓ Hand sanitizer

✓ Light breakfast (eat before arriving)
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Book Your Private Sunrise Tour with Kamran

Experience the Taj Mahal the way it was meant to be seen — privately, at sunrise, with an expert

Government Licensed Guide who has done this hundreds of times and knows every secret of this

magnificent monument.

✦ Private Sunrise Taj Mahal Tour ✦ Golden Triangle Tour (Delhi – Agra – Jaipur) ✦ Pan-India

Custom Tours

■ www.TheIndiaUnscripted.com ■ English & Spanish spoken | Government Licensed Guide

Thank you for reading this guide. I hope it helps you plan the perfect Taj Mahal experience. If you have

any questions before your visit, please do not hesitate to reach out through my website. See you at

sunrise!

— Kamran Khan
Government Licensed Tourist Guide | The India Unscripted


